ADOPTED – AUGUST 24, 2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 50

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE USE OF CONTINGENCY FUNDS FOR TEMPORARY WAGES AND VISITING JUDGE FEES
RESOLUTION #21 – 434 
WHEREAS, for the 2021 budget allocation, the Ingham County Probate Court was not allocated any funding for controllable line-items #705000 – Temporary Wages and #861020 – Visiting Judge Fees; and

WHEREAS, the Probate Court is limited with judicial office support staff coverage as the Probate Court only has one Court Officer/Research Clerk (“Probate Law Clerk”) position which is shared between two Probate Judges, who is responsible to provide coverage for two judicial assistants; and

WHEREAS, when a Probate Judge is on the bench, then the Probate Law Clerk is in the courtroom and unable to provide coverage to either of the Probate Court judicial assistants; and

WHEREAS, the Probate Court is also limited with judicial coverage as there are only two Probate Judges who cover for each other and any judicial absence or backlog requires the need of a visiting judge; and

WHEREAS, the Probate Court has demonstrated an immediate need for this temporary staffing when staff are absent in order to operate and maintain the Probate Court docket, especially post COVID-19, and to meet its statutorily required duties; and 

WHEREAS, the Probate Court wishes to request this funding increase to begin immediately, at a total cost of $5,000 for the remainder of 2021 – with $4,200 allocated to line-item #705000 – Temporary Wages, as well as $800 allocated to line-item #861020 – Visiting Judge Fees, with funding to come from the 2021 contingency account; and

WHEREAS, the Controller’s Office was consulted and is in support of such request and Human Resources was also notified.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approves increased funding in the amount of $5,000 for the reasons stated above, to be funded from the 2021 contingency account.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution.
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Trubac, Celentino, Crenshaw, Graham, Peña, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  08/12/2021
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  08/18/2021
